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2025
Budget

2024
Original
Budget

Increase/
(Decrease)

 %
Change 

Revenue $3,063,240 $2,971,653 $91,587 3.1%
Operating Expenses (1,246,617)         (1,197,223)           (49,394)         4.1%

Net Income (Loss) 1,816,623          1,774,430             42,193          2.4%

Broadband Capital:
Base Capital Expenditures 1,417,038          1,098,691             318,347        29.0%
Small Cell -                      326,363                (326,363)      N/A
Capital Contributions (75,000)              -                         (75,000)         N/A

Net Capital Expenditures 1,342,038          1,425,054             (83,016)         (5.8%)

Net Cash from / (to) Broadband $474,585 $349,376 $125,209 35.8%

Future
5 Years

(2025-2029)1

Previous
5 Years

(2020-2024)
Five Year Rolling Net Cash Test2 $3,912,291 $3,237,772

2) Resolution 2432: Broadband Strategy states "… maintain net positive cash flows over rolling five-year period, both
looking back and forward. Net cash flow may be negative in individual years provided that the amount is offset by positive
net cash flow in other years."

Comparative Broadband Budget
Public Utility District No. 1 of Benton County

2025 Budget

1) Includes small cell estimated cost, revenue, and capital contributions 

1
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Public Utility District No. 1 of Benton County
2024 Payroll Taxes and Employee Benefits Allocation Budget

Overview

Labor Breakdown
2025 

  Budget

2024 
Original 
Budget

Increase/
Notes(Decrease)

Labor charged to Expense $548,241$11,065,173
Labor charged to Capital 3,055,157       3,037,985            17,172               
Labor charged to Warehouse & Equipment Maintenance 700,502          694,080               6,422                 
  Total Productive Labor 15,369,073

Paid Leave - Includes Holidays and Personal Leave 2,953,157
Total Regular Labor

Benefits/Taxes
Social Security $64,913$1,112,577$1,177,489
Medicare 280,231          264,436               15,795               
State Industrial 219,816          174,289               45,526               This represents 80% of the employer portion of 

the total L&I charges with a 3% increase 
assumption.  The District's experience rating is 
factored into the  premiums.

Unemployment 7,000               11,000                 (4,000)                The District does not pay unemployment tax 
but instead reimburses the State for benefits 
paid to former employees.

PERS 1,727,084       1,662,035            65,049               

Deferred Compensation 765,290          506,253               259,036             

VEBA Contribution 361,800          361,200               600                    

Medical Insurance 2,798,016       2,669,314            128,702             

Dental Insurance 219,375          217,687               1,688                 

Vision Insurance 37,536             37,247                 288                    

Life Insurance 38,000             36,000                 2,000                 
STD Admin Fee 3,000               3,000                   -                         
Total Benefits/Taxes $579,598$7,055,039$7,634,636

Leave
Change PL Liability $0$200,000$200,000
Paid Time Off (PL) 2,953,157

Paid Time Off (PL) Incentive Qualification 75,000             -
Leave Subtotal $597,327$2,630,830$3,228,157

Total Benefits/Taxes and Leave $1,176,925$9,685,869$10,862,793

Allocation Rate - Regular and Overtime
$10,862,793Total Regular Benefits/Taxes and Leave
$15,369,072Total Regular Productive Labor

70.68%Allocation Rate - Regular Time

The District allocates the cost of payroll taxes, employee benefits (including paid time off) over actual regular productive work hours.  Overtime hours receive an allocation of 
those payroll taxes and benefits that directly relate to overtime. Payroll taxes and employee benefit costs are distributed to applicable general ledger accounts via activity
codes 88 and 101, respectively, by applying a percentage rate to overtime and regular labor (activity codes 10 and 11, respectively). Calculation of the percentage rate is
provided below.

According to the Collective Bargaining  
Agreement, the District provides a deferred 
compensation match of 3%. In addition, there 
is a $50 per month contribution to a VEBA 
account along with an additional $150 per 
month contribution which is dependent on the 
employee's participation in a wellness 
program.  As of 9/1/2024, the employer rate 
for PERS was set at 9.11%. On March 12, 2024 
the commission approved a 401(a) 
contribution to employees that are in a full-
time supervisory position.

The 2025 budget assumes a 12.6% increase for 
medical, and no increase for dental and vision 
insurance on 1/1/2025.

 571,835 

522,327
  

14,797,238

   
2,430,830

$11,613,414

$18,322,230 $17,228,068 $1,094,162

2,430,830 522,327

  This represents 16% of regular labor. The 2025
budget assumed a 2% increase in leave for the 
a two additional floating holidays for non-
bargaining employees that was approved by 
the commission on March 12, 2024.

75,000
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  PPUUBBLLIICC  UUTTIILLIITTYY  DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  NNOO..  11  OOFF  BBEENNTTOONN  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
BBUUDDGGEETT  AACCTTIIVVIITTYY  CCOODDEE  DDEEFFIINNIITTIIOONNSS  
    
 
SYSTEM COSTS: 
 
5 Construction Overhead Allocated 
 The allocation of overhead construction costs based on loaded construction payroll. 
 
6 Warehouse & Small Tool Allocated 
 The allocation of expenses associated with the warehouse and purchasing functions based on 

inventory activity. 
   
7 Transportation Expense Allocated 
 The allocation of expenses associated with the auto shop function to mileage. 
 
8 Benefits & Payroll Taxes Allocated 
 The allocation of employee benefits and payroll taxes based on labor. 
 
9 Purchased Power 
 Includes all expenses associated with the procurement of electric power and the associated 

transmission expense.   
 Some examples of power sources are included here: 
  *The Energy Authority (TEA) 
  *Bonneville Power Administration/Energy NW 
  *Market purchases and contracts for purchase 
  *Frederickson 
 
10 District Overtime Labor 
 Includes all expenses for wages paid to District employees for overtime worked. 
 
11 All Other District Labor 
 All expenses for wages, other than for overtime, including the following: 

 *Regular Pay (includes temporary upgrades, etc.) 
 *Standby Pay 
 *Duty Pay 
 *Vehicle Add Pay 
 *Other pay not covered elsewhere 

 
12 Materials & Supplies 
 Includes all materials and supplies used which are kept in the District’s inventories, except 

substation power transformers and regulators. 
 
13 Stores Expense - Non Labor 
 Includes charges for the following: 

 *Cost of special forms for stores and purchasing use 
 *Miscellaneous general use materials and supplies of very low value such as 

miscellaneous screws, bolts, nuts, batteries, rags, nails, etc. 



  
 

14 Small Tools & Materials 
 Includes expenses for tools and tool items having a unit cost of less than $5,000.  Also includes 

such items as rope or chain used in conjunction with other tools even though purchased by 
the reel where the intent is to cut it into useable sizes. 

 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Klien Chicago Grips   *Drill bits and braces 
  *Hot sticks    *Pull grips and clamp sticks 
  *High voltage gloves   *Hoists-hotstick and lineman 
  *Shovels and handles   *Cadweld molds 
  *Rope & chain                 *Signs - men working, etc. 
  *Endless slings                 *Traffic cones 
  *Saw blades and files   *Ground clamps 
  *Glass rangepoles   *Hot line jumpers 
  *String measuring devices  *Line guards 
  *Extending level rod   *Miscellaneous test meters 
  *Magnetic strobe lights  *Electric drills and saws 
  *Travellers    *Various small hand tools 
 
15 Transportation Expense - Gas & Oil 
 Includes all expenses for gasoline, diesel fuel, propane and automotive oil and grease. 
 
16 Transportation Expense - Repair & Maintenance 
 Includes all expenses for parts and labor purchased to repair and maintain all vehicles in good 

condition, including towing costs. 
 
17 Operations & Maintenance Expense 
 Includes expenses pertinent to the operations and maintenance of the District's electrical 

systems.   
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
 *Materials and supplies generally purchased to operations or maintenance expense 

accounts rather than to inventory. 
  *Special engineering supplies 
  *Drafting film (Mylar, etc.) 
  *White print material 
  *Reduction services 
  *Microfilming 
  *Special forms unique to operations or maintenance 
  *Equipment instructions, operating, maintenance and service manuals 
  *Blueprint machine maintenance and paper costs 
  *Pressure vacuum regulators and gauges     
  *Rubber padding 
  *Paving repairs (i.e. road crossings, etc.) 
  *Wildlife protective boots 
  *Posts with cable decals 
  *Hi-Line road work 
  *Fuse links and other small fuses including bayonet fuses for transformers 
  *Miscellaneous materials and services for operations or maintenance of electric 

systems 



  
 

  *Repairs to private property 
 Does not include materials and supplies normally purchased to District inventories or  
 Off-the-Dock contract labor budgeted separately. 
 
18 Miscellaneous Construction Expense 
 Includes costs charged to jobs for items of expense that do not become a part of a unit of 

property.   
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Benton County Engineer costs 
  *Purchases of sand, gravel and concrete for construction 
  *Rental costs necessary to job 
  *Service charges necessary to job 

 *Purchased labor other than bid by contract or quote (ex. payments to small 
contractor for road patching, trenching, blasting, digging pole holes, etc.) 

 *Payments to machine shops for making parts 
 *Purchased surveying costs incurred on specific jobs the construction of new 

transmission or distribution plant 
 *Miscellaneous Engineering or service labor for specific jobs 
 *Photography charged to jobs 
 *Miscellaneous small charges not readily identifiable 
 *Miscellaneous supplies for surveying such as stakes, flags etc. 

 
19 Tree Trimming - Contract 
 Includes only those expenses for contracted tree trimming. 
 
20 Off-the-Dock Labor 
 Includes only contracted Off-the-Dock labor. 
 
21 Electric Construction Contracts  
 Includes contracts obtained by bid or quote to do a specific package of work such as build 

transmission or distribution line or a substation or part thereof.   
 Does not include contract costs for major maintenance of, or construction of, new general  
 plant such as storage yards, service facilities and general office buildings.  Such costs  
 should be budgeted at items 038 - Maintenance of Buildings and Improvements or 131 –  
 Structures and Improvements to differentiate them from electric plant costs. 
 
22 Contract Temporary Labor 
 Includes contract labor on a temporary basis for existing labor positions.  These are for people 

that are paid through a job agency and are not paid through the District’s payroll system.  
 
23 Environmental 
 Includes those costs associated with environmental compliance, waste minimization, 

handling, storage and disposal of hazardous material or dangerous waste.   
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Fees paid to disposal firms 
  *Transportation costs 
  *Test kits 



  
 

  *Testing of materials 
  *Cleanup media 
  *Drums 
 Does not include, cost to repair or replace real or personal property damaged by an  
 environmental occurrence.  Examples of these types of costs are blacktop replacement,  
 concrete, gravel dirt or repairs to personal property. 
 
GENERAL EXPENSES: 
 
25 Maintenance of Software 
 
26 Computer Hardware & Equipment Expense 
 
27 Personal Computer Software 
 All personal computer software packages. 
 
28 Personal Computer O & M Costs 
 Includes all expenses related to the operation and maintenance of hardware equipment.   
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Replacement of cables 
  *Switches  
  *Connectors  
  *Cards 
  *Disk drives with like kind  
  *Maintenance contracts 
  *Phone line costs 
 
29 Personal Computer Supplies & Expenses 
 Includes all purchases of plotter paper, forms, diskettes, tapes, cartridges, ribbons, pens, and 

miscellaneous supplies used on the computer. 
 
30 Customer Service Expenses 
 Includes expenses attributable to Customer Service 
 Some examples of costs included here are: 
  *Armored Car dispatch 
  *Payments to Collections Stations (drugstores, etc.) 
  *Payments to Collection Agencies 
  *Padlocks - (meter readers) 
  *Special Forms (Cust. Accounting, Credit and Meter Reading) 
  *All postage expense 
 
33 Office Supplies & Expenses 
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 

 *Small items of office equipment - less than $5,000 unit cost 
 *Paper and envelopes 
 *General use forms  
 *Pencils, pens, erasers, rulers and misc. scales 



  
 

34 Insurance 
 Includes the cost of insurance premiums including "Self-Insurance Assessments".  It does not 

include the employee insurance premiums. 
 
37 Grounds Care 
 Includes expenses for care of lawns and shrubbery at all office and substation locations. 
 
38 Maintenance of Building & Improvements - General 
 Includes janitorial service, maintenance of buildings, and certain improvements to general 

property such as graveled and/or paved areas and fences. 
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Janitorial Services 
  *Painting and repairs to buildings and structures 
  *Adding gravel to graveled areas 
  *Patching paved areas 
  *Repairs to heating, air conditioning, electrical and water systems. 
  *Contracts for major repairs, including labor contract. 
 
39 Maintenance of Equipment - Communication, Office Equipment, General Property & Other 
 Some examples of expenses that may be included here are: 

 *Cost of Maintenance Agreements/Office equipment maintenance repair 
 *Maintenance/repair of vehicle radios 
 *Maintenance of telephones 
 *Maintenance/repair of other general property not budgeted elsewhere, i.e., tools. 

 
40 Rents 
 Includes all expenses for use of property and equipment not budgeted elsewhere. 
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Poles contact rentals 
  *Permits for railway crossings 
 
41 Insurance Damages & Other Reimbursable 
 Costs paid to be reimbursed by insurance for damages to District property. 
 
42 Business Expense & Travel 
 Includes all costs of meetings and travel that are for general business-related purposes.  
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 

*Chamber of Commerce 
*TRIDEC 
*Kiwanis 
*Rotary Club 
*NoaNet 
*CWPU 
*PURMS 
*Foreman's dinner 
*Travel costs related to the evaluation/investigation of products or equipment.  

 



  
 

43 Training Expense & Travel 
 Includes all costs (travel, registration fees, materials, etc.) for meetings, conferences, and 

seminars that provide training or educational sessions or speakers in a learning or networking 
environment related to your work:  

 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
*Conferences of professional associations with break-out training sessions 
*Sessions offering continuing education credits or units 
*Vendor conferences 
*Meter school 
*APPA or NWPPA courses or seminars 

 
44 Other General Expenses 
 Miscellaneous general expenses not budgeted elsewhere, including but not limited to: 

 *Miscellaneous advertising for bids, rate studies, surplus property, call for bonds, 
 etc. 
 *Employee service pins and awards 
 *Special survey costs 

 
45 Subscriptions & Publications 
 Included here are all books, reference texts and manuals, newspapers, magazines and other 

general informational publications. 
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Special manuals 
  *Reference manuals and services (R.C.W.'s, National Public Employee Reports, etc.) 
  *Directories 
  *Computer Services 
  *Westlaw Legal Service    
  *Other miscellaneous publications such as: 
    Kiplinger Letter 
    Northwest Wage & Hours Subscription 
    N.A.D.A. Subscription 
    Electric Power & Light 
    Clearing Up 
    Energy Omnium 
 
46 Treasurer Expenses 
 Bank fees, escrow fees, and other expenses directly related to the Treasurer. 
 
UTILITIES: 
 
50 Telephone & Answering Services 
 Includes all expenses for use of telephone lines and answering services except those for 

remote computer terminals 
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 

  *Frontier/Embarg - Prosser 
  *Verizon NW - Kennewick 
  *Kelley's Answering Service 



  
 

  *City of Prosser - Emergency Answering Service 
  *Washington State Central Stores - Scan lines 
  *Asplund - Utilities Underground Location Center 
 
51 Water, Garbage, Irrigation & Other 
 Includes expenses for water, garbage and irrigation assessments at all District locations. 
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Kennewick Disposal - Garbage 
  *City of Kennewick - Water and Sewer 
  *City of Prosser - Water 
  *Culligan - Water conditioning 
  *Irrigation Districts - Annual Assessments 
  *Special Assessments 
 
OUTSIDE SERVICES: 
 
60 Audit Examination - State 
 
61 Professional Services 
 Includes expenses for all professional services not budgeted elsewhere. 
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Engineering studies 
  *Other attorney fees 
  *District share of labor negotiations office  
  *Arbitration costs 
  *Purchased surveying costs not identified to other budget items. These would include 

surveying costs incurred in conjunction with feasibility studies and would not include 
survey cost for acquisition of land and land rights for general plant, or survey costs for 
power line design. 

 
DUES & ASSESSMENTS: 
 
70 Civic & Service Organizations 
 
72 Industry Association Assessments 
 Includes all assessments paid for membership in various industry associations. 
 
73 Other Assessments 
 Includes all other assessments not budgeted above or elsewhere in the budget. 
 
TAXES: 
 
80 State Public Utility Tax & Other Excise Taxes 
 
81 State Privilege Tax 
 
82 City Occupation Taxes 



  
 

88 Payroll Taxes 
 
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS: 
 
101 Employee Benefits 
 
102 GASB Pension Expense 
 
104 Other Employee Costs 
 Includes expenses made for the benefit of employees.   
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Purchase of tools supplied to employees 
  *School Reimbursements 
  *Medical exams 
 
106 Vacation Accrual 
 
CONSERVATION: 
 
107 Residential Loans 
 
108 Non-Reimbursed Conservation Costs 
 Includes the commercial program, flow restrictors, outlet gaskets, etc. 
 
109 Conservation Advertising 
 Includes all conservation advertising costs. 
 
111 Electric Vehicle  
 Includes all expenses incurred under the Electrification of Transportation Plan which was 

adopted by the commission on November 12, 2019, resolution 2521. 
 
112 Residential Conservation Expenses  
 Includes the Weatherization, Heat Pump, Water Heater and Duct Sealing Programs. 
 
113  Commercial Conservation Expenses  
 Includes small and medium general service and multi-family residential common area lighting 

improvements and small and medium general service building and equipment improvements. 
 
114 Industrial Conservation Expense 
 Includes reimbursable program expenses for industrial customers. 
 
115 Agriculture Conservation Expenses 
 Includes reimbursable program expenses only for the Agriculture programs. 
 
116 Non-Federally Funded Conservation 
 Includes non-BPA reimbursable program expenses only for Washington State licensed 

marijuana facility conservation projects. 



  
 

 
117 Customer Installed Measures 
 Includes reimbursable program expenses for washer, dryers, water heaters, along with 

lighting. 
 
118 Low Income Conservation  
 Includes the Weatherization, Heat Pump, Water Heater and Duct Sealing Programs. 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION: 
 
119 Public Information Expenses 
 Includes safety and promotional expenses sponsored by the District, such as radio spots, 

demonstrations and newspaper ads. 
 
PURCHASED ELECTRIC PLANT & EQUIPMENT: 
 
120 Substation Transformers & Regulators 
 Purchase of substation power transformers and regulators only. 
 
121 Substation Equipment & Materials 
 Since substations as such are actually large pieces of electric equipment, it is intended that all 

expenses incurred for the construction of substations including work in progress purchases, 
which are not specifically budgeted elsewhere, shall be collected here. 

 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Miscellaneous purchased labor 
  *Fencing materials or installed fencing 
  *Materials used in construction of substations such as gravel, concrete, bar stock, 

wiring and other materials not budgeted elsewhere 
 Does not include power transformers and regulators, substation demand meters and other  
 metering devices for substations, labor contracted to build substations per bid or quote  
 and Off-the-Dock labor. 
 
122 Line Devices 
 Includes all expenses for protective and operational line equipment for transmission and 

distribution systems other than those line items included in substations. 
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Switches - line type only, except regulator bypass switches 
  *Cutouts 
  *Lightning arrestors (not included in the substation inventories) 
 
123 Transformers & Related Items 
 Include only those items included in the distribution lines.  
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Distribution transformers 
  *Fiberglass enclosures 
  *Transformer vaults and pads (flat and with box) 
  *Miscellaneous installation of low value materials, unique to the items above. 



  
 

 
124 Meters & Related Items 
 All meters and metering devices purchased by the District including substation metering, and 

related items.   
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Single phase demand and no demand meters 
  *Three phase demand and no demand meters 
  *Current transformers - including substation type 
  *Potential transformers - including substation type 
  *Demand registers - including substation type 
  *kW demand registers 
  *Compensators 
  *Enclosures 
  *Test switches - meter maintenance 
  *Miscellaneous materials used only in the installation of metering devices 
 
125 Land & Land Rights - Electric 
 Includes all expenses associated with the acquisition of land and land rights for construction 

of electric plant. 
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Purchase price 
  *Taxes and escrow fees 
  *Survey and legal costs associated with the purchase of the land or land rights 
  *Other costs deemed necessary to obtain the property or rights 
 
126 SCADA Master Station Equipment 
 Computers, monitors, printers, furniture, UPS, spare equipment, vendor support, remodeling 

costs. 
 
127 SCADA Communications Equipment 
 Master radio, repeater radio, RTU radios, antennas, coax cables, spares and test equipment. 
 
128 SCADA Substation Equipment 
 RTU transducers, cable, auxiliary relays, control modifications, enclosures, RTU test 

equipment. 
 
129 SCADA Travel & Non-District Labor 
 Consists of vendor training costs, travel expenses, consultants, BPA - metering modifications, 

contract labor. 
 
PURCHASED GENERAL PLANT & EQUIPMENT: 
 
130 Land & Land Rights - General 
 Includes all expenses for the acquisition of land and land rights for the construction of office 

and operations facilities.  
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Purchase price   



  
 

 
131

 
132

 
133

 
134

 
135

 
136

*Taxes and escrow fees
*Survey and legal costs associated with the purchase of the property or rights
*Other costs deemed necessary to obtain the property or rights

Structures & Improvements
Include expenses for the construction of buildings and the improvement of lands, buildings or 
other structures.

Some examples of expenses included here are:
*Site improvement costs, such as grading, graveling, paving and landscaping
*Costs to build buildings or structures
*Improvements to buildings or structures
*Surveying costs associated with development of improvement

Office Equipment
Includes all expenses for office furniture and equipment with a value of $5,000 or more.

Transportation Equipment
Includes all expenses for motor driven or towed vehicles including any ancillary or auxiliary 
equipment attached to the vehicle with a value of $5,000 or more.

The term vehicle includes:
*Automobiles
*Trucks
*Trailers
*Backhoes
*Forklifts

Tools, Shop & Stores Equipment
Includes the cost of tools and equipment with a value of $5,000 or more and purchased to 
accounts 393.00 - Stores Equipment or 394.00 - Tools, Shop and Garage Equipment.

Some items included here are:
  *Stores cabinets and bins
  *Work benches
  *Shelving

*Tools for use in the Auto Shop, Meter Shop, Transformer Shop, Warehouse, Line
  Crews, and equipment used by same, but not specialized calibration and test
  equipment included at 135 below

Laboratory & Test Equipment
Includes the cost of specialized tools and equipment purchased to account 395.00 -
Laboratory Equipment having a unit value of $5,000 or more.

Tools and equipment included here are of a type used to calibrate and/or test other tools 
or equipment items of electric plant such as meters, transformers, etc.

Communication Equipment
Includes the expense of all types of communication equipment purchased to account 397.00 -
Communications Equipment, having a value of $5,000 or more

  Some items included here are:



  
 

  *The telephone system 
  *Portable and mobile radios 
  *Radio base stations 
 Does not include communication equipment for linking information systems equipment 

together. 
 
137 Capitalized Computer Software 
  
138 Computer Equipment 
 Personal computers will be identified as a personal computer system and will normally include 

items such as keyboards, monitors, printers, modems, digitizers, plotters, etc. 
 All auxiliary equipment, such as that specified above, will be identified to a personal 

computer.  If the total cost of the computer together with the auxiliary equipment 
identified to it costs or will cost $5,000 or more, this will constitute a capital purchase and 
the items will be capitalized in account 391.00. Items added after initial purchase of a 
computer will be capitalized with the computer for which they are acquired.  This will 
include replacing a floppy disk drive with a hard drive, network cards, etc. 

 
139 Miscellaneous General Plant 
 Includes the cost of equipment purchased to account 398.00 Miscellaneous Equipment, 

having a value of $5,000 or more.  Equipment included here is usually not necessary to the 
operation of the business.  

 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Cameras 
  *Other miscellaneous items 
 
140 Generation Plant & Equipment 
 
DEBT SERVICE: 
 
150 Principal 
 Includes payment made to retire debt. 
 
151 Interest 
 
153 Provision for Bond Reserve 
 Includes monies set aside in special deposits or investments to insure payment of bond debts. 
 
PRODUCTS & SERVICES EXPENSES: 
 
200 New Services Expenses 
 Expenses related to providing services that the District offers customers. These are services 

not related to the sale or delivery of energy.   
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Postage for Mail Service for other companies 
  *Supplies for Glove Testing provided other utilities 
  *Supplies for Maintenance of Substations belonging to other utilities 



  
 

  *Home and Building Inspection expenses (non-Public Purpose) 
  *Advertising and Marketing expense including fees associated with “Home Shows”  
 etc. 
 
201 New Product Expenses 
 Expenses incurred in obtaining, selling, merchandising, and advertising products to 

consumers.  
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
  *Purchase cost of light bulbs, appliances, surge suppressors, etc. 
  *Display booths 
  *Advertising and Marketing expense including fees associated with Home Show, Fair,  

 etc. 
 
202 Mutual Aid & Other Reimbursable Expenses 
 Non-labor expenses incurred by the District in providing mutual aid or maintenance and repair 

work to other utilities except for Maintenance of Substations (see 200).   
 Some examples of expenses included here are: 
   *Travel expenses 
   *Fuel 
   *Other miscellaneous costs 
 
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES: 
 
301 Depreciation Expense 
 
302 Amortized Conservation 
 
303 WCEF Expense 
 This is the expense for the one-time credit that residential customers will receive on their bill 

and the payment to the Housing Authority for weatherization. 
 
304      Grant Expense 
 
REVENUE: 
 
501 Retail Energy Sales 
 
502 City Occupation Taxes 
 
503 Bad Debt Expense 
 
505 Wholesale Power Sales Revenue 
 
510 Wholesale Transmission & Wheeling Sales 
 
515 Interest and Investment Income 
 



  
 

520 Electric Services Installation Revenue 
 
523 Pole Contact Rent Revenue 

 *Pole Contact Rental 
 *Pole Contact Application Fees 

 
525  Capital Contributions 
 
530 Property Rental Revenue 

 *Rent of Electric Property 
 *Auditorium Rent 

 
535 Microwave Site Rental 
 
545 Other Electric Revenue 

 *NSF check charges 
 *Electric account service charge 
 *Collection of write-offs 

 
546 Miscellaneous Non-Electric Revenue 
 
547 WCEF Settlement Revenue 
 This is the Washington Consumer Energy Fund settlement. A portion of the settlement will be 

given to the Housing Authority for weatherization.  The remaining funds will be given back to 
residential customers as a one-time credit on their bill. 

 
548 Grant Revenue 
 
549 SWIFT Grant Revenue 
 
550 Products & Services Revenue 

 *Substation Maintenance and Repair for other Utilities 
 *Meter Shop Revenue 
 *Glove Testing 
 *Mail Service 
 *Sale of Products (light bulbs, surge suppressors, etc.) 
 *Energy Service Revenue (building inspection fees, etc.) 
 *Block Heater Rental 

 
560 Insurance Claim Revenue 
 
570 Reserves (Gain or Loss)  
 
ADDITIONS & USAGE OF INVENTORY: (for use in controlling the growth of Inventory) 
 
994 Reel Deposits 
 
996 CT Inventory  



  
 

 
997 Substation Inventory  
 
998 Fiber Optic Inventory 
 
999 Non-Exempt Inventory  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2673 
 

May 14, 2024 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF BENTON COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

APPROVING THE 2024 LOAD FORECAST FOR 2024-2034 
 

 WHEREAS, the 2024 Load Forecast for 2024-2034 (Load Forecast) has been prepared by District 
staff and reflects customer load information; AND 
 
 WHEREAS, information contained in the Load Forecast is updated annually and is necessary for 
the District’s revenue forecasting, for Bonneville Power Administration planning, and for the regional load 
forecast prepared by Pacific Northwest Utilities Conference Committee; AND 
 
 WHEREAS, the Load Forecast is used in conjunction with other fiscal planning tools including, but 
not limited to, the Cost-of-Service Analysis, the Resource Plan, the Power Supply Plan, the Five-Year 
Capital Plan and the annual budget. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 of 
Benton County approves and adopts the attached 2024 Load Forecast for 2024-2034. 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution supersedes Resolution No. 2639 dated June 13, 
2023. 
 
 APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 of Benton County at 
an open public meeting as required by law, this 14th day of May 2024. 
 
 
 
          
         _____________________ 
         Jeff Hall, Vice-President 
 
ATTEST: 
 
      
Lori Kays-Sanders, Secretary 
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1.��Executive Summary 
The 2024 Load Forecast for 2024-2034 (Forecast) provides an estimate of the ���]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�• annual and 
monthly loads and customer counts for each customer class and the total system. The Forecast is 
developed annually and used as critical input to several analyses and processes including the Cost-of-
Service Analysis, the Resource Plan, the Power Supply Plan, the Five-Year Capital Plan, and the annual 
budget. 

The Forecast expects the total annual retail load to be 207.0 aMW in 2025, increasing by 3.3 aMW, to 
210.3 aMW in 2034, as shown below in Figure 1-1. The 5-year (2024-2029) and 10-year (2024-2034) 
annual average rates of growth are 0.13% and 0.16%, respectively. This Forecast is about 1.6 aMW 
higher in calendar year 2025 than was estimated by the 2023 forecast.  

 
Figure 1-1 �t Forecast of annual retail load 

�d�Z�����&�}�Œ�������•�š�����Æ�‰�����š�•�����}�v�š�]�v�µ�������P�Œ�}�Á�š�Z���]�v���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•��total number of customers, with the count 
expected to increase by 663 customers per year, as shown below in Figure 1-2. The Forecast assumes 
600 residential customers added annually and includes the March 2024 transfer of 87 residential 
customers to the City of Richland. 

 
Figure 1-2 �t Forecast of annual increase in customers 
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As shown below in Figure 1-3, the forecast includes 11.2 aMW of cumulative conservation over the 
forecast period, which is comprised of 2.0 aMW of residential and 9.2 aMW of non-residential 
conservation. For additional information about conservation, refer to Section 2.5. 

 
Figure 1-3 �t Forecast annual retail load without conservation 

Figure 1-4 below shows that residential load is growing (annual growth rate of 1.05%) while non-
residential load is declining, primarily due to conservation. 

 
Figure 1-4 �t Forecast of annual retail load by customer class 

Overall, the Forecast reflects the continuing trend of a growing customer count, but a relatively low rate 
of retail load growth, primarily due to declining trends in energy usage per customer because of energy 
efficiency and conservation. For details about the trends of each customer class, refer to Section 5. 
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This Forecast will be an input to the revenue forecast for the ���]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���î�ì�î�ñ�����µ���P���š�X��Figure 1-5 below 
shows the estimated monthly shape of retail load, by customer class, for calendar year 2025. 

 
Figure 1-5 �t Forecast of monthly retail load by customer class 

�d�Z�]�•���&�}�Œ�������•�š���Á�]�o�o�����o�•�}�����������v���]�v�‰�µ�š���š�}���š�Z�����W�}�Á���Œ���^�µ�‰�‰�o�Ç���W�o���v���(�}�Œ���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���î�ì�î�ñ�����µ���P���š�X��The Forecast 
of wholesale load, as seen by Bonneville Power Administration, is shown below in Figure 1-6, including 
annual average demand (aMW) and annual peak demand (MW). Wholesale load is equal to retail load 
plus �š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•��transmission and distribution system losses of 3.28%. For additional information on 
system losses and the peak forecast, refer to Sections 2.7 and 2.8. 

 
Figure 1-6 �t Forecast of annual wholesale load 
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2.��Forecast Methodology 

2.1�� Overview 
�d�Z�����>�}�������&�}�Œ�������•�š���~�&�}�Œ�������•�š�•���]�•�������(�}�Œ�������•�š���}�(���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���š�}�š���o���•�Çstem and customer class annual and 
monthly energy (MWh), average demand (aMW), peak demand (MW) and number of customers. The 
Forecast inputs include historical monthly loads and monthly customer counts by customer class as well 
as a conservation forecast and manual adjustments as determined by District staff. Additional details of 
the forecast methodology and assumptions are provided in the following sections. 

2.2�� Customer Classes 
The Forecast results include a total system forecast that is a summation of the forecasts for each 
customer class. Table 2-1 �����o�}�Á���•�µ�u�u���Œ�]�Ì���•���š�Z�����Œ���o���š�]�}�v�•�Z�]�‰���}�(���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•�����µ�•�š�}�u���Œ�����o���•�•���•���~�]�X���X��
revenue classes) to its rate schedules. Refer to the ���]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���Á�����•�]�š�� for detailed descriptions of the rate 
schedules. 

Table 2-1 �t District customer class relationship to rate schedules 

Customer Class Rate Schedule(s) 
Total System All 
Residential 11, 12 
Small General 21, 90 
Medium General 22 
Large General 23, 24 
Large Industrial 34 
Small Irrigation 71 
Large Irrigation 72, 73, 74, 75, 76 
Street Lights 51 
Security Lights 61 
Unmetered Flats 85 

2.3�� Historical Data 
Key inputs to the Forecast include historical monthly billed retail energy sales (MWh) and monthly 
customer counts (i.e. distinct count of billed services) ���•���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š���������Ç���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•��Billed Usage Data 
Mart1. The Forecast also utilizes the historical monthly energy (MWh) and peak demand (MW) values 
reported by the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) Meter Data Management Reporting (MDMR2) 
�•�Ç�•�š���u���(�}�Œ���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���š�}�š���o���•�Ç�•�š���u��wholesale load as measured at the BPA point-of-deliveries. 

2.4�� Monthly Shaping 
The initial year of the Forecast (2024) is set equal to the annual summation of the 3-year average (2021-
2023) of historical monthly billed energy for each customer class. For example, residential load in 
January 2024 is assumed equal to the 3-year average of historical January billed load. The 3-year 
average is applied for each month and then the months are summed to get the calendar year total by 

 
1 �d�Z�����^���]�o�o�������h�•���P���������š�����D���Œ�š�_���]�•���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•�����µ�•�]�v���•�•���]�v�š���o�o�]�P���v�������Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�]�v�P���š�}�}�o�����}�v�š���]�v�]�v�P���u�}�v�š�Z�o�Ç�����]�o�o���������v���Œ�P�Ç��
usage since March 2017. The �^�����š�µ���o�•�_���}�(��monthly energy and customer counts in this Forecast may differ slightly 
from the energy statistics reported within the ���]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���u�}�v�šhly financial statements. 
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revenue class. For the wholesale load forecast the annual retail forecast is shaped to the calendar 
months using the 3-year average (2021-2023) of the proportion of monthly to annual wholesale load. 

2.5�� Conservation 
The District considers its historical conservation and its latest Conservation Potential Assessment (CPA) 
as inputs to the Forecast. Figure 2-1 below shows the historical annual conservation by sector.2 

 
Figure 2-1 �t Historical annual conservation by sector 

The latest CPA3 indicates a 10-year cost-effective savings potential of 8.36 aMW, however, the District 
frequently exceeds its CPA targets, therefore, the Forecast assumes 2.0 aMW of conservation to be 
achieved every two years, resulting in slightly higher savings than the CPA target. The Forecast includes 
�š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���‰�Œ�����š�]�������}�(���š���Œ�P���š�]�v�P���š�}�������Z�]���À�����ò�ì�9���}�(���]�š�•��biennium target in the first year and 40% in the 
second year. In total, the Forecast includes 11.2 aMW of cumulative conservation through 2034, as 
shown below, by revenue class, in Figure 2-2.  

 
Figure 2-2 �t Forecast of annual cumulative conservation by customer class 

 
2 Historical conservation for 2023 assumes an estimate for NEEA savings, which are not yet final. 
3 Resolution No. 2670 adopted in April 2024. 
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2.6�� Manual Adjustment 
Staff uses professional judgement to implement manual adjustments to the forecast to 
increase/decrease revenue class load growth and customer counts. Consideration is given to historical 
and expected load growth and usage per customer trends. In general, it is preferred to make as few 
adjustments as possible. Table 2-2 summarizes the manual adjustments utilized for the Forecast. 

Table 2-2 �t Manual adjustments applied to the forecast 

Customer Class Adjustment Type Adjustment Description 

Residential Customer & Load 1)�� Add 50 customers per month, and 
2)�� Grow load by the 3-year average usage/customer; 
3)�� Remove 87 customers in March 2024 due to transfer to City of 

Richland and reduce energy by 0.244 annual aMW 
Small General Customer & Load 4)�� Add 6 customers per month, and 

5)�� Grow load by the 3-year average usage/customer; 
Medium General Customer & Load 6)�� Add 1 customer per year, and 

7)�� Grow load by the 3-year average usage/customer; 
8)�� Add 0.033 annual aMW for service that was previously not 

being billed (missing from historical data) 
Large General Customer & Load 9)�� No new customers or load; 

10)��Assume 5.0 aMW of existing Electricity Intensive Load; 
11)��Remove 1 customer, 0.626 annual aMW, starting in May 2024, 

for Lineage Logistics facility destroyed by fire 
Large Industrial Customer & Load 12)��No new customers or load 

Small Irrigation Customer & Load 13)��Remove 1 customer per year and reduce load slightly 

Large Irrigation Customer & Load 14)��No new customers or load 

Streetlights Customer & Load 15)��No new customers or load 

Security Lights Customer & Load 16)��Remove 1 customer per month and reduce load slightly 

Unmetered Flats Customer & Load 17)��Add 3 customers per year and increase load slightly 

2.7�� System Losses 
�d�Z�����Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�����o�����µ�•�š�}�u���Œ�����o���•�•���o�}�����������š�����µ�•�������(�}�Œ���š�Z�����&�}�Œ�������•�š���]�•�������•�������}�v���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•�����]�o�o�������o�}�����U���Á�Z�]���Z��
includes both District metered and unmetered loads. The unmetered loads (street lighting, security 
lighting and flats) utilize estimates for monthly energy consumption. The aggregation of District billed 
�o�}�������]�•���Œ���(���Œ�Œ�������š�}�����•���^�Œ���š���]�o���o�}�����_�����v�����š�Z�]�•���š���Œ�u���]�u�‰�o�]���•���š�Z�������Æ���o�µ�•�]�}�v���}�(���o�}�•�•���•�����•�•�}���]���š�������Á�]�š�Z���•���Œ�À�]�v�P��
this load over the Distri���š�[�•���š�Œ���v�•�u�]�•�•�]�}�v�����v�������]�•�š�Œ�]���µ�š�]�}�v���•�Ç�•�š���u���}�Œ���š�Z�������W�� system. Refer to the 
following paragraphs for additional background. 
 
���W�����•���‰���Œ���š���o�Ç���u���š���Œ�•���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���o�}�����X���d�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•�����}�v�š�Œ�����š���Á�]�š�Z�����W���������(�]�v���•�����}�š�Z�������^�‰�}�]�v�š-of-
�����o�]�À���Œ�Ç�_�����v���������^�‰�}�]�v�š-of-meteri�v�P�_�X���d�Z�������P�P�Œ���P���š�]�}�v���}�(���o�}�������u�����•�µ�Œ���������Ç�����W���[�•���‰�}�]�v�š�•-of-metering will 
�]�v���o�µ�������š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•�����v�š�]�Œ�����Œ���š���]�o���o�}�����U�����•�������(�]�v�����������}�À���U�����µ�š���}�v�o�Ç�������‰�}�Œ�š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����o�}�•�•���•�����•�•�}���]���š�������Á�]�š�Z��
�š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���š�Œ���v�•�u�]�•�•�]�}�v�����v�������]�•�š�Œ�]���µ�š�]�}�v���•�Ç�•�š���u�U�����������µ�•�����v�}�š�����o�o���}�(�����W���[�•���u���š���Œ�•�����Œ�����‰�Z�Ç�•�]�����o�o�Ç��
positioned to measure 100% of the losses at their locations. For example, BPA metering is typically 
installed on the low voltage side of a substation power transformer and therefore does not measure the 
losses associated with the D�]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���‰�}�Á���Œ���š�Œ���v�•�(�}�Œ�u���Œ�X�����v�}�š�Z���Œ�����Æ���u�‰�o�����]�•���Á�Z���v�����W�����u���š���Œ�]�v�P���]�•��
installed at the substation, but the point-of-�����o�]�À���Œ�Ç���]�•�������(�]�v���������š�������‰�}�]�v�š���µ�‰�•�š�Œ�����u���Á�Z���Œ�����š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•��
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�š�Œ���v�•�u�]�•�•�]�}�v���o�]�v�����š���‰�•�����W���[�•���o�]�v���X���&�}�Œ�����]�o�o�]�v�P�U�����W�������•�š�]�u���š���•���š�Z�����o�}�•�•���•�����•�•�}���]��ted with the difference 
between the point-of-metering and the point-of-�����o�]�À���Œ�Ç�X�����W���[�•�����]�o�o���������P�P�Œ���P���š�����o�}���������š���š�Z�����‰�}�]�v�š-of-
�����o�]�À���Œ�Ç�U�����o�•�}���Œ���(���Œ�Œ�������š�}�����•���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���^�Á�Z�}�o���•���o�����o�}�����_�U���]�•���]�v���o�µ�•�]�À�����}�(���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•�����v�š�]�Œ�����Œ���š���]�o���o�}������
and �š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�• entire transmission and distribution system losses. 
 
�d�Z�������]�(�(���Œ���v�����������š�Á�����v�����W���[�•��wholesale load ���v�����š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•�����]�o�o�������Œ���š���]�o���o�}�������]�•�����‹�µ���o���š�}���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•��
transmission and distribution system losses. These losses are typically represented as a percentage of 
the wholesale �o�}�����X���d�Z�����&�}�Œ�������•�š�����•�•�µ�u���•���š�Z���š���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•���š�Œ���v�•�u�]�•�•�]�}�v�����v�������]�•�š�Œ�]���µ�š�]�}�v���•�Ç�•�š���u���o�}�•�•���•��
are 3.28%, which is the average of the last 3 years of historical annual losses. 

2.8�� Peak Forecast 
To calculate a monthly peak forecast, a 3-year monthly average load factor was calculated using the 
historical relationship between the BPA wholesale monthly average energy and monthly peak demand. 
The average load factor was then applied to the monthly wholesale load forecast to derive peak 
demands for every month. The peak forecast includes reductions in demand from conservation. 

https://www.bentonpud.org/Services/Energy/View-Rates
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3.��Forecast Considerations 

3.1�� Forecast History 
Figure 3-1 shows the forecast history versus actuals for the total system retail load. Recent forecasts 
have all been very similar, with annual average growth rates averaging about 0.28% for the 2017-2023 
vintage forecasts. Past forecast growth rates averaged 0.54% for 2010-2016 forecasts and 1.65% for 
2003-2009 forecasts.  

 
Figure 3-1 �t Forecast history 

3.2�� Forecast Variance 
Several factors can cause variation of actuals from the Forecast, including weather, large irrigation 
customer crop rotations, and unforeseen new loads or loss of loads. The most common driver of the 
variance is weather, given that the Forecast is based on average load. Figure 3-2 below shows the 
variance of actuals �À���Œ�•�µ�•���š�Z�����‰�Œ�]�}�Œ���Ç�����Œ�[�•���(�}�Œ�������•�š���}�(��total system retail load (e.g. the 2016 variance is 
based on the 2016 actual vs. the 2015 forecast for calendar year 2016). Positive numbers indicate 
actuals were higher than forecast and negative numbers indicate actuals were lower than forecast. 

 
Figure 3-2 �t Forecast variance 
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3.3�� Forecast High & Low Case 
The Forecast assumes high and low cases that are +/- 5%, which is representative of typical annual 
forecast variances that can be expected going forward, including due to above or below average 
weather. Figure 3-3 below shows forecast for the base, high, and low case. 

 
Figure 3-3 �t Forecast high and low cases 

3.4�� Customer Generation 
The impact of customer generation reducing load has not been explicitly modeled in the Forecast, 
however, staff routinely monitors the growth. The District ended calendar year 2023 with 1,074 
customer generation services (production meters), an increase of 164 for the year, as shown below in 
Figure 3-4. The federal Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) includes solar Investment Tax Credits (ITC) of 30% 
through 2032, 26% in 2033 and 22% in 2034. Despite the availability of the ITC, the District expects a 
slowdown in new solar installations going forward. 

 
Figure 3-4 �t Count of customer generation services 
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The net metering services are predominantly roof top solar, with only a few services being wind 
generators. In addition to its net metered customers, the District has 154 customers that funded the 
construction of two community solar projects, the 74.8 kW Ely Community Solar Project in Kennewick, 
WA (commissioned July 1, 2015) and the 24.6 kW Old Inland Empire (OIE) Community Solar Project in 
Prosser, WA (commissioned March 4, 2016). 

The aggregate production �}�(���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•�����µ�•�š�}�u���Œ���P���v���Œ���š�]�}�v�U���]�v���o�µ���]�v�P���š�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�•�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç���•�}�o���Œ��
projects, was about 1.4 aMW (11,932 MWh) in 2023 (about 1.6% of annual residential load in 2023), an 
increase of 0.4 aMW over 2022. The single hour maximum, aggregate generation was 7.2 MW from 
12:00-1:00 p.m. on June 14, 2023. 

3.5�� Electricity Intensive Load 
The District has assigned the term � Êlectricity Intensive Load�_ (EIL) for the emergence of new loads such 
as data centers and cryptocurrency mining. As of April 2024, the District has 7 customers operating a 
total of 11 EIL services across multiple customer classes: 2 residential, 2 small general, 1 medium 
general, and 6 large general. The EIL services in the large general class represent most of the EIL load; 
therefore, these loads have been separated out for historical analysis and forecasting. Elsewhere in the 
report, the EIL loads are included within their respective customer classes, unless otherwise noted. 

The annual load of only the large general EIL customers was about 4.9 aMW (43,089 MWh) in 2023, an 
increase of 1.0 aMW over 2022. �d�Z�������]�•�š�Œ�]���š�[�• single largest EIL service accounted for about 1.6 aMW in 
2023. The Forecast assumes that the existing large general EIL loads will continue at 5.0 aMW annually, 
as shown below in Figure 3-5. 

 
Figure 3-5 �t Forecast of large general Electricity Intensive Load 

3.6�� Electric Vehicles 
Another possible source of load growth is electric vehicles (EVs). Due to their current slow adoption rate, 
the impacts of EV growth are not explicitly included within this Forecast, however, the District continues 
monitoring, as described below. The 2022 Forecast included an in-depth analysis of EV growth 
scenarios.4 

 
4 For the 2022 Forecast, refer to Resolution No. 2600 �t April 26, 2022 
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The Washington State Department of Licensing (WA DOL) maintains a database and website of electric 
vehicles registered in Washington State5. The data set includes both plug-in hybrid electric vehicles 
(PHEV) and battery electric vehicles (BEV). District staff is monitoring this data, particularly the adoption 
rate and total count of BEVs. BEVs are the predominant focus and long-term direction of the EV industry 
and have greater charging load impact than PHEV technology. According to WA DOL data6, the Benton 
County EV adoption rate was 1.48% through December 2023, up from 1.04% in December 2022. Benton 
County ended 2023 with 1,422 BEVs, an increase of 482 for the year, as shown below in Figure 3-6. 

 
Figure 3-6 �t Battery electric vehicles registered in Benton County 

Assuming a single BEV uses 2,800 kWh annually�tbased on a Chevy Bolt at 28 kWh/100 miles driven 
10,000 miles per year�t1,422 �����s�[�•���Á�}�µ�o�����������������}�µ�š 0.45 aMW of annual load. If all 1,422 BE�s�[�•�����Z���Œ�P������
at the same time using a level 2 charger (240-volt, 40 amp) it would add about 14 MW of peak demand. 
These calculations are for � b̂ook-end�_ reference only, given that the District would not be serving 100% 
of BEV loads within Benton County. 

In addition to monitoring the WA DOL data, the District tracks its EV rebate program. The District passed 
Resolution No. 2521 on November 12, 2019 to create an Electrification of Transportation Plan that 
allows the District to offer incentives/reba�š���•�U�������À���Œ�š�]�•���U�����v�����‰�Œ�}�u�}�š�����š�Z���������}�‰�š�]�}�v���}�(�����s�[�•�X���&�}�o�o�}�Á�]�v�P��
the adoption of Resolution No. 2521, the District began promoting the benefits of owning an electric 
vehicle by offering a $250 rebate to customers who purchase or lease a new electric vehicle. Since 
adopting the Resolution, the District has provided a total of 56 EV rebates through April 2024, with 24 of 
those rebates being issued in 2023. 

3.7�� Natural Gas/Electrification 
Load growth for the District could come in the form of natural gas transition and electrification due to 
current climate initiatives and political decisions in the state of Washington. In-depth scenarios of 
natural gas to electric conversion were analyzed by the 2022 Forecast, but the impacts have not been 
explicitly included within this Forecast. 

 
5 https://data.wa.gov/Transportation/Electric-Vehicle-Population-Data/f6w7-q2d2 
6 https://data.wa.gov/Transportation/Monthly-Electric-Vehicle-Adoption-Rate-by-County/crrp-awfs 
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4.��Forecast for Total System 
See Figure 4-1 and Table 4-1 for details of the total system forecast. 

 
Figure 4-1 �t Total System forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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Table 4-1 �t Total System forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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5.��Forecast by Customer Class 

5.1�� Residential 
See Figure 5-1 and Table 5-1 for details of the residential forecast. 

 
Figure 5-1 �t Residential forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer  
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Table 5-1 �t Residential forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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5.2�� Small General 
See Figure 5-2 and Table 5-2 for details of the Small General Service forecast. 

 
Figure 5-2 �t Small General forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 

  



2024 Load Forecast for 2024-2034  Page 17 
Resolution No. 2673 �t May 14, 2024 

Table 5-2 �t Small General forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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5.3�� Medium General 
See Figure 5-3 and Table 5-3 for details of the Medium General Service forecast. 

 
Figure 5-3 �t Medium General forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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Table 5-3 �t Medium General forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 

 

  

https://data.wa.gov/Transportation/Electric-Vehicle-Population-Data/f6w7-q2d2
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5.4�� Large General 
See Figure 5-4 and Table 5-4 for details of the Large General Service forecast. 

 
Figure 5-4 �t Large General forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 

  

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1084-S.pdf?q=20220324095112
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/washington-state-legislature-considers-first-its-kind-state-level-natural-gas-ban
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Table 5-4 �t Large General forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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5.5�� Large Industrial 
See Figure 5-5 and Table 5-5 for details of the Large Industrial forecast. 

 
Figure 5-5 �t Large Industrial forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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Table 5-5 �t Large Industrial forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 

 

  

https://www.carrier.com/residential/en/us/products/furnaces/how-long-does-a-furnaces-last
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5.6�� Small Irrigation 
See Figure 5-6 and Table 5-6 for details of the Small Irrigation forecast. 

 
Figure 5-6 �t Small Irrigation forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 

  

https://electrek.co/2022/03/25/washington-passes-bill-targeting-all-electric-car-sales-by-2030-for-real-this-time/
https://electrek.co/2022/03/25/washington-passes-bill-targeting-all-electric-car-sales-by-2030-for-real-this-time/
https://www.nwcouncil.org/media/filer_public/4b/68/4b681860-f663-4728-987e-7f02cd09ef9c/2021powerplan_2022-3.pdf
https://www.nwcouncil.org/media/filer_public/4b/68/4b681860-f663-4728-987e-7f02cd09ef9c/2021powerplan_2022-3.pdf
https://www.nwcouncil.org/2021powerplan_transportation-model-findings/
https://www.nwcouncil.org/2021powerplan_transportation-model-findings/
https://www.nwcouncil.org/2021powerplan_transportation-model/
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Table 5-6 �t Small Irrigation forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 

 

  

https://www.nwcouncil.org/2021powerplan_transportation-model-reference-case-results/sites/default/files/TPT_ModelResults_Reference_Case.xlsx
https://www.nwcouncil.org/2021powerplan_transportation-model-reference-case-results/sites/default/files/TPT_ModelResults_Reference_Case.xlsx
https://www.nwcouncil.org/2021powerplan_transportation-model-high-electric-case/sites/default/files/TPT_ModelResults_HiElectric_Case.xlsx
https://www.nwcouncil.org/2021powerplan_transportation-model-high-electric-case/sites/default/files/TPT_ModelResults_HiElectric_Case.xlsx


2024 Load Forecast for 2024-2034  Page 26 
Resolution No. 2673 �t May 14, 2024 

5.7�� Large Irrigation 
See Figure 5-7 and Table 5-7 for the details of the Large Irrigation forecast. 

 
Figure 5-7 �t Large Irrigation forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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Table 5-7 �t Large Irrigation forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 

 

  

https://ecocostsavings.com/electric-car-kwh-per-mile-list/
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5.8�� Street Lighting 
See Figure 5-8 and Table 5-8 for the details of the Street Lighting forecast. 

 
Figure 5-8 �t Street Lighting forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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Table 5-8 �t Street Lighting forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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5.9�� Security Lighting 
See Figure 5-9 and Table 5-9 for details of the Security Lighting forecast. 

 
Figure 5-9 �t Security Lighting forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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Table 5-9 �t Security Lighting forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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5.10�� Unmetered Flats 
See Figure 5-10 and Table 5-10 for details of the Unmetered Flats forecast. 

 

Figure 5-10 �t Unmetered Flats forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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Table 5-10 �t Unmetered Flats forecast of retail load, customers and usage per customer 
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6.��Appendix A �t Summary Tables 
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Table 6-1 �t Total system historical and forecast of annual load, losses and peak demand 
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Table 6-2 �t Historical & BASE case forecast of annual retail load (aMW) by customer class 
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Table 6-3 �t Total System Historical BASE case forecast of MONTHLY and annual retail load (aMW)  
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Table 6-4 �t 2025 BASE case forecast of MONTHLY and annual retail load (aMW) by customer class 
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Table 6-5 �t Historical and forecast of annual average number of customers by customer class 
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Table 6-6 �t Historical and BASE case forecast of annual usage per customer (kWh) by customer class 
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Table 6-7 �t Historical and forecast annual year-end number of customers by customer class 
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Table 6-8 �t Historical and forecast annual change in number of customers by customer class 
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